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The Coronation of سح‎ 
KING CHARLES II & QUEEN CAMILLA 


“By Command of The King 


the Earl Marshal is directed to invite 


to be present at the Abbey Church of 
Westminster on the 6th day of May 2025 , , 
Nor 


The official invitation to the crowning of King Charles Ill and Queen Camilla, 
by artist Andrew Jamieson, was printed on recycled card stock with gold foil. 


THE CORONATION OF 
CHARLES AND CAMILLA 


Because of Queen Elizabeth’s longevity and her devotion to 
duty, King Charles served a record-breaking 70 years as heir 
apparent. Anyone born after June 1953—9 in 10 people on 
Earth—had not, until now, seen a British monarch crowned in 
their lifetime. Coronations are extraordinary for their unmatched 
pageantry but also for human moments amid the ritual: Witness 
Charles and Camilla glancing sweetly at each other beneath 
their crowns. In this special edition, People has captured the 
historic event in images intimate and grand. “I know she's up 
there, fondly keeping an eye on us,” Prince William said of his 
grandmother in a weekend speech. Addressing the newly 
crowned King, he added, “She would be a proud mother.” 
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PART / THE NEW REIGN 


THE CORONATION 


At once a religious rile, 

a ceremonial mililary parade and 
a lavish display of priceless 
treasures, the coronation day of 
King Charles I and Queen Camilla 
was also a family affair. Said 
Prince William al the weekend’s 
end: ‘Pa, we are all so proud of vou” 


by RICHARD JEROME 


GOOD SHOW! 
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T. EDWARD’S CROWN CARRIES THE 

substantial weight of its solid gold 

frame, abundant gemstones and, 
symbolically, a thousand years of 

British history, from the medieval era 

through the reign of Queen Elizabeth 

11. On the afternoon of May 6, 2023, 

in Westminster Abbey, Archbishop 

of Canterbury Justin Welby gingerly 

placed the crown on the head of Eliz- 

abeth’s oldest son, Charles, 74, who ascended the 
throne in September after her death. When the 
prelate declared, “God save the King!” the cry was 
echoed through the venerable church. 
It was “God Save the King” that began this day 
of meticulously staged pomp. Britain’s stirring na- 
tional anthem played that morning as Charles and 
Camilla, escorted by members of the Household 
Cavalry, departed Buckingham Palace in the Dia- 
mond Jubilee State Coach, a gilded horse-drawn 
carriage commissioned for Queen Elizabeth’s 60th 
anniversary on the throne. Tens of thousands 
lined the streets, many waving Union Jacks, some 
after camping out for days. Enthusiasm was not 
unanimous: Nearby, hundreds of demonstrators 
brandished placards with the slogan “Not My 
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King”; there were more than 50 arrests. 

Meanwhile, members of the royal family ar- 
rived at the Abbey. As William and Catherine, 
Prince and Princess of Wales, pulled up with their 
children, Louis, 5, all in navy blue, waved to the 
crowd, then held the hand of sister Charlotte, 8; 
big brother George, 9, was on duty that day, one 
of four pages tasked with carrying the train of 
Charles’s crimson velvet robe. Prince Harry—at 
is first royal event since his memoir Spare wid- 
ened a family rift—came alone; his wife, Meghan, 
Duchess of Sussex, remained with their children 
in California, where son Archie celebrated his 4th 
birthday. Unlike William, who was decked out in 
the Welsh Guards dress uniform, his brother (no 
onger a working royal) wore a morning suit 
adorned with his military medals. Harry sat in the 
third pew with cousins Beatrice and Eugenie and 
chatted amiably with his aunt Princess Anne, 
then flew home soon after the ceremony. 

In short order, the King and Queen arrived in- 
side to 2,200 guests, among them 100 heads of 
state and dignitaries including Jill Biden and 
Ukraine’s first lady, Olena Zelenska. Entertain- 
ment figures included Dames Judi Dench, Maggie 
Smith and Emma Thompson, along with Lionel 
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The Coronation 


Richie and Katy Perry, who would sing at the next 
evening’s Coronation Concert. 

The ceremony, based on a thousand-year-old 
set of rituals, began with Charles declaring, “I 
come not to be served, but to serve.” Then came 
the Recognition, during which Charles turned to 
face the four corners of the globe while the Arch- 
bishop announced, “I here present unto you King 
Charles, your undoubted King” He then adminis- 
tered the Coronation Oaths, and Charles swore to 
govern the U.K. and its territories, saying, “Grant 
that I may be a blessing to all thy children of every 
faith” Next came the Anointing, the day’s most 
private and mystical moment. As a choir sang 
Handel’s “Zadok the Priest, the King briefly disap- 
peared behind a screen, where he took off his 
robe and the Archbishop dabbed him with oil that 
had been blessed in Jerusalem. William and others 
then presented Charles with symbolic regalia, in- 
cluding the Sovereign’s Orb, two scepters and the 
Sword of State, indicating kingly authority. 

Then the coronation itself: After Welby placed 
the crown on Charles’s head, Abbey bells rang for 
two minutes. Gun salutes were fired by the King’s 
Troop Royal Horse Artillery and at saluting stations 
in Britain, Gibraltar and Bermuda. In one touching 
moment, William knelt to pledge Charles his loyal- 
ty “as your liege man of life and limb,” the same 
oath Prince Philip made to Queen Elizabeth in 
1953. Then the Prince of Wales kissed his visibly 
moved father on the cheek. “The King looked vul- 
nerable, which all monarchs do when they’re be- 
ing crowned,” actor Stephen Fry, a friend of 
Charles’s who was in attendance, told The Indepen- 
dent. “They’re being encumbered with all these 
symbols. ..it’s kind of symbolic of the encum- 
brances in life that you have if you’re a monarch.” 

Now it was the Queen’s turn. Welby anointed 
er—publicly, in a break with tradition—and low- 
ered Queen Mary’s crown as Camilla struggled to 
contain her bangs. The choir sang Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's musical rendering of Psalm 98, “Make a 
joyful Noise.” (Charles requested the piece be 
“hummable, the composer told the The Tele- 
graph.) Camilla then curtsied to the King. 

After a final blessing, the couple returned to 
Buckingham Palace in the Gold State Coach, 
drawn by eight Windsor Greys. Charles, Camilla 


Charles entered and family soon assembled on the balcony before 
Westminster to the thousands of revelers on the drizzly Mall. During a 
lai u flypast by the Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team, the 
Glad” He. tl King, who had looked solemn all day, seemed to 
psalm sung at every relax, looking out over the throngs. “I think he is a 
coronation since person who understands the United Kingdom and 


1626. For the first 
time, girls were 
invited to sing along $ 
with the Abbey’s who has known Charles for 15 years. “He will make 


all-male choir. a wonderful monarch—he gets it?” = 


the diversity of this nation,” says guest Hitan Meh- 
ta, executive director of the British Asian Trust, 
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Prince Harry (seated with, from left, Princess 
Beatrice’s husband, Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, 
Princess Eugenie and her husband, Jack 
Brooksbank) shared a lighthearted moment 
with his aunt Princess Anne. 


BESCESTELEASE 


While George carried out page duties, his siblings 
Charlotte (in a mini version of her mom’s silver Alexander 
McQueen and Jess Collett headpiece) and Louis sat 
with their parents in the first pew. Their uncle Harry, in from 
California, was seated in row 3 with his cousins. 
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Actress Emma 
Thompson, a 
longtime friend 
of Charles's, 
rted her, OBE 
medal (she was 
made a dame 
in 2018). 


A Jt know how many coronations of an 
ish monarch PI! see in my lifetime,” sai 
ert ۱۱ of Monaco (with wife Princess Ch. 


Justin Trudeau, prime: 
minister of Canada (a 
Commonwealth country) 
with his wife, Sophie. 


lm 


At the concert Lionel Richie 
had the royals rocking 
out to “All Night Long.” 


THERE TO SEE HISTORY 
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On the anointing scree nf 
whose design wassaßproved by 
Charles; were 56 tree leaves k 

representing the countries of Den 
the Commonwealth. 


Patriarch Theophi- 1 
los 111 and Anglican \ ale 2, ; 
a ! Archbishop Hosam 「 ۲ i NUR 
= | Naoum (center) f 
1 blessed the oil, from 
> a olivespressed near 
7 4 É Bethlehem. 


INSIDE THE CHURCH 


King and Queen were both anointed, with his rite hidden behind 
a screen. The Archbishop read, in part: “May you be anointed, 
blessed and consecrated King over the peoples, whom the Lord 
your God has given you to rule and govern.” In a first, the holy 
oil was vegan, not derived from civet or whale secretions. 


The Archbishop of 
Canterbury adminis- 
tered Communion to 
Charles and Camilla 
with a solid gold 
chalice first used by 
King Charles Il in 1661. 
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Used in every corona- 
4 tion since 1308, the 
Coronation Chair bears 
centuries-old graffiti 

from boys at the nearby 

j Westminster School. 
7 (“P. Abbott slept in this 
4 chair 5-6 July 1800.) 
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he 6th-century 
Augustine of 


Gospels‏ ی گام 
É were borrowed‏ _ 
from the University‏ > وود که 

of Cambridge. 


St. Edward’) 
Crown was taken + 
from the Tower 

of London in 
December tobe | 
resized for 
Charles’s head. 


A MORE INCLUSIVE SERVICE 


The ceremony contained many centuries-old traditions—and a 
modern update. Recognizing the fact that many of today’s Britons 
are not Church of England Anglicans, the Coronation Oaths were 
changed to read that Charles would “seek to foster an environment 
in which people of all faiths and beliefs may live freely.” 


Charles signed 
the Coronation 
Oaths, pledging 

to fulfill his duties, 
a medieval rite. 
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At Charles's behest, for the first time the 
ceremony included leaders from Jewish, Sunni 
and Shiite Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, 
Baha’ and Zoroastrian religious communities. 
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NEW DAY FOR AN OLD RITE 


Member of Parliament Penny Mordaunt, as Leader of 
the House of Commons, carried the diamond-ruby-and- 
emerald-encrusted Sword of Offering (above) and 
the 8-Ib. Sword of State, for which, she revealed, 
she’d done push-ups in preparation. That day she became 
the first woman to present a sword to a King. 
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THEY LOVE A PARADE 


Crowds filled the streets as eight horses drew the Gold 
State Coach ferrying Charles and Camilla back to Buckingham 
Palace; Charles still carried the Sovereign’s Orb; Equestrian 
Princess Anne (in her Blues and Royals uniform) served as the 
Gold Stick in Waiting (which protects the monarch from harm) 
and led a military parade after the ceremony. 
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The Coronation 


~ THE PARTY CONTINUES 


The day after the crowning saw 65,000 “Coronation Big 
Lunch” parties organized to raise funds for good causes. 
Suggested menu: coronation quiche (below). Left: U.K. prime 


minister Rishi Sunak hosted First Lady Jill Biden at No. 10 
Downing Street. Above: Decor at London’s Marble Arch. 


A JOYFUL NOISE 


As Charles looked on, 4,000 members of the military raised 
their headgear and gavethree cheers tothe King 
in the gardens of Buckingham Palace. Then fromthe Massed 


Pipes and Drums came a new song, “King Charles Ill,” 
as sprightly atune as can be raised with those instruments. 


Members of the royal family viewed a Royal Air Force flyover 

from Buckingham's balcony, where Charles wore the Imperial 

State Crown. Camilla had chosen a silk peau de soie dress 

by longtime favorite Bruce Oldfield, with silver gold embroidery 
that included images of her dogs Bluebell and Beth. 


From left: Prince Edward, Duke of 

Edinburgh; son James, Earl of Wessex; 

daughter Lady Louise Windsor and wife 
Nagel Duchess of Edinburgh; Princess 

arlotte; Prince Louis; Catherine, fi \ 
Princess of Wales; William, Prince of ： 
ales; Lord Oliver Cholmondeley (a page 
mily friend); Prince George. ۲ 
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The Coronation 


DAWN OF AN ERA 


Following the festiv 


, which read in part: 
d heartfelt thanks to all 
sion. We pay particular 


es tweeted a mes 


“My wife and | just wanted to share our most sincer 


those who have helped to make this such a special 


tribute to the countless people who have given their time and dedication 


e celebrations in London, Windsor and further afield were 


as happy, safe and enjoyable as pos 


HISTORICAL CORONATIONS 


CROWNING 
GLORY 


The new King's day drew from sacred rites dating back 10 centuries, and showed off 
national treasures rarely seen outside the Tower of London 


by DANIEL S. LEVY 


Charles I 


— 1661 


Charles | was executed 
in 1649 during the 
English Civil Wars. 
When the monarchy 
resumed in 1660, his 
son Charles II took 

the throne. His 1661 
coronation (right) was 
the most elaborate since 
Elizabeth I’s a century 
earlier. The procession 
took hours to wend its 
way to the Abbey, and 
diarist Samuel Pepys 
wrote that the King, who 
arrived “in a most rich 
embroidered suit and 
cloak, looked most 
noble.” Nearly all of the 
coronation regalia had 
been melted down 
during the war, and 
Charles was invested 
with new items including 
a crown (far right) 
created by goldsmith 
Robert Vyner that are 
still used today. The 
regalia, wrote Pepys, was 
“so glorious... with gold 
and silver, that we were 
not able to look at it.” 


William the Conqueror - 1066 


Following his defeat of Harold Il at the Battle of Hastings, William the Conqueror marched 

to London. There, on Christmas Day 1066, he became the first monarch crowned at 
Westminster Abbey. Aldred, the Archbishop of York, oversaw the service, which has been 
handled ever since by the Archbishop of Canterbury. When William's French-speaking 

troops heard shouts of joy coming from the Abbey, they mistook it for an assassination attempt 
and torched nearby houses, filling the church with smoke and setting off a riot. 
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St. Edward 
Crown — 1661 


Goldsmith Vyner based 
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sapphires, emeralds and 
pearls. At the front is 


Designed for George VI 
in 1937, the crown has 
the Black Prince's 


2,868 diamonds— 
including one 317-carat 


gem—along with 
Ruby, and topping it 
all is a sapphire said to 
come from Edward 
the Confessors 1042 
coronation ring. 


Imperial State 
Crown - 1937 


George V - 191: 
During King George V and Queen Consort Mary 
of Teck’s 1911 coronation (above), Mary's crown 


contained the 105.6-carat Koh-i-Noor diamond, 
taken from India during the 19th-century 
Anglo-Sikh Wars and claimed by India, Pakistan 
and other countries. The diamond was transferred 
two decades later to the crown used by George 5 
wife, Elizabeth (mother of Elizabeth 11). At Charles 
and Camilla’s coronation, the new Queen Consort 
wore Mary's crown, modified to have four instead of 
eight arches. G a | subsequent monarchs 
donned the Impe , also known as the Robe 
of Estate. Preparations for the services take months; 
seamstresses (right) and others worked on the 

trim for George's robe using Canadian ermine fur, 
which symbolizes moral purity. 


George VI 
1937 
The King's 1937 
crowning (right) was 
the first one broadcast, 
with BBC Radio 
producers positioning 
28 microphones 
throughout the Abbey, 
turning them off only 
during the sacred 
Communion service, 
during which they aired 
hymns. Newsreel 
cameramen also filmed 
the coronation. Following 
the ceremony, King 
George, Princesses 
Margaret and Elizabeth 
and Queen Elizabeth 
posed for their portrait 
(bottom right). 


The Coronation Chair - ca. 1301 


Constructed for Edward |, the gilded high-backed oak chair 
decorated with birds and foliage has since been used for all 
investitures starting with Edward 11510 1308. At its base sits the 
Stone of Scone, which, legend has it, is the rock upon which Jacob 
rested his head when he dreamed of angels, as described in the 
book of Genesis. 


er 

lizabeth 11: 1955 
Elizabeth’s1953 coronation was the first 
major event to be televised internation- 
ally, with 27 million Britons tuning in. 
Elizabeth—the sixth undisputed Queen 
crowned in her own right—is holding in 
her right hand the Sovereign’s Scepter, 
with the 530.2-carat Cullinan | diamond 
from South Africa, and in her left the 
Rod of Equity and Mercy, with its dove 
symbolizing the Holy Ghost. 


r i- 
Regalia 
The 17th-century 
goldsmith Robert Vyner 
created many items still 
used today, including the 
cross-topped Sovereign's 
Orb (far left), the gold 
spurs (bottom left) and 
St. Edward's Staff (second 
from bottom). During the 
ceremony the archbishop 
uses sacred oil stored in 
the eagle-shaped 
Ampulla (left, above the 
spoon) and with the 
spoon drizzles it on the 
rulers head, hands and 
breast. The royal 
collection also includes 
the only coronation 
object to survive 
destruction during the 
1642-1651 English Civil 
Wars, the 12th-century 
anointing spoon (bottom 
right). The silver-gilt item 
has four pearls set on the 
stem and was rescued by 
Clement Kynner: 
yeoman of Charles 15 
wardrobe, who returned 
it to Charles Il. 
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Greeting Her Subjects 

Following her coronation, Elizabeth returned to Buckingham 
Palace in George III’s Gold State Coach from 1762 (below) and 
appeared on the balcony still wearing her Imperial State Crown 
(above). With her are 4-year-old Prince Charles, 2-year-old 
Princess Anne, Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother—wearing a 
green riband—and Prince Consort Philip (in uniform at the back). 


THE ONLy 
“LENGTH FEATURE 
OF THE 


At the Cinema 


Footage shot of Elizabeth’s coronation 

was quickly edited for two films, A Queen 
Is Crowned (above) and Elizabeth Is 
Queen. Laurence Olivier narrated A Queen 
Is Crowned, which was dubbed into nine 
languages and shown in 54 countries. 
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Charles got right to work traveling 
the U.K. and abroad, meeting e 
refugees, world leaders, fans 

and detractors aiming 
to show he is equal lo the role 
for which he was born 


by RICHARD JEROME 


FIRST FOREIGN TRIP: GERMANY 


In March Charles was welcomed by Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, became the first British monarch to address the 
Bundestag in session (partly in German!) and met rock band Lord of 
the Lost (above), the country's Eurovision Song Contest entrant. 
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THE FAMILY BUSINESS 


Soon after the Queen’s death, the new King dug into the 
“red box” of dispatches from ministers around the U.K. 
His mother had used the same leather box, which was 
reconditioned and embossed with a Charles 111 monogram. 


UEEN ELIZABETH’S WAS A LIFE 
well-lived, a promise with destiny 
kept,” said her bereaved oldest son 
a day after her death. Seated in the 
Blue Drawing Room of Bucking- 
ham Palace, a photo of his mother 
beside him, Charles gave his first 
address as monarch, vowing to 
subjects in Britain and around the 
globe: “That promise of lifelong 
service I renew to you all today.” 
He had waited in the wings lon- 
ger than any heir in history. His mother had tak- 
en the throne at age 25 and remained for more 
than 70 years, until her death on Sept. 8, 2022. 
For millions who had known no other monarch 
in their lifetimes, the change felt monumental. 
Coming in at 73, Charles sought to demonstrate 
continuity, following his mother’s example, but 
also to gently introduce his own approach. He 
began with winds of goodwill in his sails. “I’ve 
heard a lot of people say that they didn’t have 
much time for Prince Charles but are looking at 
King Charles in a more positive light,” says histo- 
rian Robert Lacey. “He’s proved able to convey 
his personal feelings so effectively. That’s the dif- 
ference between this monarch and his mother. 
He’s not scared to express emotion. With the late MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Queen, one was always thinking duty and sto- On Dec. 25 Charles, Camilla, 
icism. With Charles you sense more personal Promote ne ang reli 
outreach—and creative outreach too” “at Sandringham with grandchildren 
In the first days of his reign he and Camilla set Charlotte, Louis and George. 
off on a tour of the U.K. that was particularly 
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22, welcoming 


sted his first state banquet Nov 
dent Cyril Ramap 
ra pación ip Zel 


osa (above). Oppc 


well-received, as the focus was on memorializing 
the Queen before her Sept. 19 funeral. In Wales 
they were greeted by a gun salute from the 104 
Regiment Royal Artillery at Cardiff Castle and 
met with schoolkids. “They were fantastic,” a 
teacher, Melanie Gape, told People. “They shook 
every single child's hand, and the children were 
ecstatic” While there Charles addressed the 
Senedd (Welsh Parliament) and passed the title 
of Prince of Wales, which he'd held for more than 
five decades, to William, “whose love for this cor- 
ner of the earth,’ he said, “is made all the greater 
by the years he himself has spent here” 

That same week in Belfast, Charles greeted 
throngs of well-wishers outside Hillsborough Cas- 
tle. One hiccup: During a signing ceremony the 
freshly minted monarch struggled with a leaky 
pen and, while handing it off to Camilla, snapped, 
“I can’t bear this bloody thing! Every stinking 
time” An ABC News clip of the awkward moment 
went viral—and drew a divided response from the 
British public. “It was the young who liked his pen 
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incident, as they saw that as humanizing and au- 
thentic,” said Catherine Mayer, author of Charles: 
The Heart of a King. “Yet the older people were 
complaining because it wasn’t what the Queen 
would have done.” Charles, she adds, is “very en- 
gaging and funny and warm but absolutely pee- 
vish when things don’t go his way. We got glimps- 
es of that. He’s an emotional person but is stuck in 
a role that puts him on show.” 

He remained cooler when two months later 
he and Camilla encountered a somewhat differ- 
ent reception in York, England. At a historic gate- 
way through which a monarch traditionally en- 
ters the city, eggs were thrown at the couple, 
missing them by inches. The King was unflappa- 
ble as the perp (detained by police) cried out, 
“This country was built on the blood of slaves!” 
The link between the slave trade and the crown’s 
history of building wealth through colonialism is 
a topic on which the Queen largely avoided com- 
ment. In April, with Charles’s approval, the Pal- 
ace announced it was cooperating with a univer- 
sity research project examining the historical ties 
that bind the monarchy and slavery. “This is an 
issue that His Majesty takes profoundly serious- 
ly? a spokesperson told The Guardian. 

Even as Charles aims to bring the crown in line 
with the times, his ascension has invited some re- 
flection on the institution itself. For instance, 
while the King’s face will appear on British cur- 
rency, on bills in the Commonwealth nation of 
Australia, the Queen’s image instead will be re- 
placed by a new design to honor its Aboriginal 
population. “The monarchy is not perfect, but in 
Charles we have a King who understands both 
tradition and what it takes to evolve with the 
times,” wrote British Vogue editor Edward Ennin- 
ful in Time for Charles’s entry on the 2023 Time 
100 list. “It is a delicate balance and a rare ability.” 

But some of the dissent is, unavoidably, about 
Charles and Camilla personally. At a visit to the 
town of Milton Keynes, Charles arrived at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone to protesters rais- 
ing signs reading, “Not My King” To some he and 
his wife are still the villains in a story that centers 
on the late Princess Diana. Time and an 18-year 
marriage have helped shift that narrative. “It would 
have been disastrous for him to have come to the 
throne in the 90s and early 2000s,” notes Lacey. He 
hasn’t been helped by the ongoing tension over 
Harry and Meghan’s estrangement from the family, 
heightened by the prince’s tell-a-lot-more-than- 
royals-are-supposed-to-tell memoir Spare. 

Overall the King has scored more ups than 
downs. In November he and Camilla held their 
first state visit, welcoming South African Presi- 
dent Cyril Ramaphosa to Buckingham Palace. In 
February they welcomed Ukrainian president 


The Charles Era 


MEETING THE PEOPLE 


Opposite: In Aberdeen, Scotland (top), Oct. 17, Charles took tea with 
immigrants from Afghanistan, Syria and Ukraine; the next day 
(bottom) the royal couple visited London’s Project Zero WF, a 

community youth group. Above: The King inspected the kitchen 

Feb. 22 at the Felix Project, a London organization providing meals for 

vulnerable people. Below: Charles at a new Sikh facility in Luton Dec. 6. 
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THAT’S SIR BRIAN 


“No words!” Queen guitarist-astrophysicist- 
animal activist Brian May wrote on Instagram 
after being knighted March 14. May was honored 
for his services to music and charity. 


The Charles Era 


WORKING THE LINE 


Above: Kids waved Union Jacks on March 7 when the King 


visited Colchester to mark that community’s new designation as 
a city. Below: C 


pieces and a commemorative £5 coin. 
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rles Ill’s image now adorns stamps, 50 pence 


Volodymyr Zelenskyy, making his first U.K. trip 
to thank Britain for its support in the war against 
Russia. “We’ve all been worried about you and 
thinking about your country for so long, I can’t 
tell you,” Charles said. Said the Ukrainian: “Thank 
you for finding the time for me” 

In March the royal couple made their first for- 
eign visit, to Germany, where his family has 
roots. He charmed crowds by speaking German 
and, in a small social media first, posted video 
from inside the royal train car, where he and Ca- 
milla were reading briefing binders. It wasn't re- 
vealing, but it marked a shift toward more casu- 
al communication with the public. 

Thus far the oft-underestimated Charles—long 
derided for perceived stuffiness and pedantry—has 
appeared quite at home on the job, whether en- 
gaging with political rock star Zelenskyy or, as he 
did in Hamburg, actual rock stars barely dressed in 
leather. “Perhaps this was the right stage of his life 
to accede to the throne says Lacey. “Perhaps he is 
more the man for the moment than we realize.” m 
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HER FIRSTBORN 


PART Il, ROAD TO THE THRONE 


A YOUN 
PRINCE 


Born to inherit his mother’s daunting role and to be schooled at his father’s 
austere alma maters, young Charles would forge new milestones, including 
becoming the first heir to attend elementary school with commoners 


by LISA RUSSELL 


OUR WEEKS AFTER HIS BIRTH 
on Nov. 14, 1948, Charles Philip 
Arthur George, the first child of 
Princess Elizabeth and Prince 
Philip, drew his first public audi- 
ence. On Dec. 15 a crowd gath- 
ered outside Buckingham Palace, 
hoping to catch a glimpse of the 
christening performed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury with 
water from the River Jordan. A Movietone 
newsreel from the time claimed “that the baby 
Prince behaved with exemplary fortitude 
throughout the christening...remaining per- 
fectly calm while the cameras produced the re- 
cords we've all been so anxious to see.” 

From that day forward the usual touch- 
stones of childhood were chronicled by an en- 
tranced press. His infant schedule: “Each morn- 
ing at 6, he awoke for a breakfast of milk and 
cereal. Three other meals and long naps fol- 
lowed in due course under the watchful eye of 
Nurse Helen Lightbody before 10 p.m. when 
little Prince Charlie was tucked in for the 
night” said Time. At 9 months, he got his first 
haircut. “He sat up like a little man while I went 
at it with the scissors. Didn’t even squirm,” 
crowed Felix West, barber to Charles's grandfa- 
ther King George. At his 1st birthday party, 
Time quoted him as saying during the cake cut- 
ting: “Papa, Mum-mum.” 

Philip and Elizabeth were at that party, but 
during large stretches of Charles’s childhood 
they were absent, in far-flung locales for weeks, 
even months, at a time. While Philip was sta- 
tioned in Malta with the Navy, Elizabeth fre- 
quently went to be with him (and was chas- 
tised for it in the papers), leaving Charles and 
his sister Anne, younger by 18 months, in the 
care of a beloved nanny, Mabel Anderson. “It 
was his misfortune to need his mother’s affec- 
tion at the time when her job was also de- 
manding that she give herself to her people,” 
biographer Robert Lacey told People in 2018. 

His early years were bolstered by Anderson 
and his adoring grandmother, the Queen Mum, 
Elizabeth. “For me, she meant everything,” 
Charles said in his 2002 eulogy for her. “She 
seemed gloriously unstoppable and, since I 
was a child, I adored her.” 

His primary education was overseen at home 
by Scottish governess Katherine Peebles, who 
taught Charles the three R's as well as French 
and Bible studies. In 1956, at age 8, he became 
the first heir to the throne to attend elementary 
school with commoners. He spent a year at the 
Hill House School in Chelsea, where he was ad- 
dressed as Prince Charles but required, like all 
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OFF TO SCHOOL 


Above: Age 9, heading back to Cheam boarding school in July 1958, 
the day after his mother announced he would become the Prince of 
Wales. Opposite top: On a second birthday pram ride with his nanny 
Mabel Anderson. Opposite bottom: Flanked by his grandmother 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother (left), and aunt Margaret, the 4-year-old 
was underwhelmed at his mother's June 1953 coronation. 
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the other pupils, to obey all the rules, keep si- 
lent during the meal and clean his plate. “The 
boys have to eat every scrap put in front of 
them,” a fellow student told Time magazine. 

The following September Charles was off to 
Cheam, an all-boys’ boarding school in Berk- 
shire, which Philip had attended, where he 
“will get caned in the ‘customary place’ if he 
doesn’t behave, be limited to 35€ a week 
spending money and will sleep with six or sev- 
en boys his own age in an unheated dormitory 
on a wooden, springless bed covered with a 
thin mattress,” noted Time in 1957. Said Queen 
Elizabeth II to her son when she saw the bed: 
“You won't be able to bounce on that.” 

The worst was yet to come. At 13, Charles 
was trundled off to another of his father's alma 
maters, Gordonstoun, in remote northern 
Scotland, where “the sons of the powerful can 
be emancipated from the prison of privilege,” 
according to its then mission statement. It em- 
ployed an atmosphere of deprivation and phys- 
ical challenges to do it. Philip, handsome, con- 
fident and athletic, had found himself and 
flourished at the school, where each day began 
with a mile-long run in all weather and frigid 
cold showers, and where boiled potatoes were 
the staple food at lunch and dinner. For Charles 
the vicious bullying started the first day and 
never let up, fellow student John Stonborough 
told Vanity Fair. Charles sent anguished letters 
home begging to be rescued. “He had a horri- 
ble time,” said biographer Penny Junor. “He 
had a difficult relationship with his father, who 
THE SPORTIN G IEE cut the rug from under him.’ One bright spot, 
at 17, was playing the lead in a 1965 school pro- 
Above: All smiles during a 1964 ski vacation in Malbun, duction of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, led by a 


Liechtenstein. (Shortly afterward he wiped out.) 3 5 mi <a 
Below: Sailing with famed British boat designer Uffa Fox (a favorite of sympathetic English teacher. (While at Gor 


Prince Philip) during a 1967 regatta at Cowes, off the Isle of Wight. donstoun, Philip scored only a secondary role 
in the same play.) With his parents in the audi- 


ence, Charles “mastered a great variety of 
moods,” headmaster Robert Chew told Time in 
1965. Before graduating he played the Pirate 
King in The Pirates of Penzance, but for de- 
cades Charles had nothing positive to say about 
Gordonstoun’s chilly austerity. Even his par- 
ents, said biographer Dermot Morrah, had to 
finally admit putting their sensitive son in that 
environment had failed, like “trying to put a 
square peg in a round hole.” Still, Lacey told 
People, “Philip has been depicted as cruel for 
sending him to the school, but [he] did it with 
the best of motives.” 

University at Trinity College, Cambridge 
where Charles became the first heir to earn a de- 
gree (in history, after switching from anthropol- 
ogy and archaeology)—went somewhat more 
smoothly. Somewhat. “As his fellow students 


HORSES FOR COURSES 


Charles and dad Philip shared a love for polo, 
which the two enjoyed during a Jamaican 
getaway in 1966. Charles passed his love ofthe 
sport on to sons William and Harry. 
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quickly discovered, Charles is not an easy person 
to get to know,” said Time. “Though he has the 
hands-behind-the-back stance and long stride of 
his father, he lacks Prince Philip’s talent 
for light banter. Prince Charles is, in fact, shy, 
withdrawn and, like his mother, painfully re- 
served. ... He will probably mix eventually.” Cor- 
rect, but it took a while. Soon after arriving, he 
complained in the student newspaper about be- 
ing awakened at 7 a.m. by the “head-splitting 
clang” of a garbage man banging bins beneath 
his window while singing “0 Come, All Ye Faith- 
ful” But two years later he was a highlight of the 
annual Trinity Revue. “He played a dozen roles in 
the romp, from parson to pop singer, at one 
point had himself wheeled onstage in a garbage 
can to mimic the local dustman,” said Time. “He 
tossed off some real grabbers.... Then, at the fi- 
nale, he strode offstage with a pretty girl and the 
line: 1 must admit I do like giving myself heirs?” 
Said one impressed attendee: “If he doesn't want 
to be king, he can always fall back on acting.” 
Instead it was time to formally become the 
Prince of Wales, the title publicly promised to 
him by his mother when he was just 9. Packing 
only his cello, a record player and some papers, 
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SCHOOL DAYS 


Clockwise from above: Charles and fellow Cambridge 
students rehearsed for a 1969 revue, in which he 
appeared in several sketches; at university he often 
kept to himself, according to friends, and practiced 


the cello; preparing a snack in his dorm. 
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Charles, then 20, decamped to a dormitory at 
the University College of Wales at Aberystwyth 
to spend 10 weeks studying Welsh language, 
culture and history before the July 1969 investi- 
ture. The ceremonial rite was not without con- 
troversy: Two Welsh nationalist extremists were 
killed the night before when explosives they 
were carrying went off, and the train carrying 
the royal family was stopped as authorities in- 
vestigated bomb threats. But the four-hour rite, 
steeped in ancient pageantry, was nonetheless 
thrilling to the 80,000 who crowded the town 
outside Caernarfon Castle. Charles knelt before 
his mother and was given the symbols of his 
new office: a sword, a gold scepter, an amethyst 
ring, an ermine-topped robe and a gold crown. 
Speaking first in Welsh and then in English, he 


addressed the Welsh people: “The demands on 
a Prince of Wales have altered, but I am deter- 
mined to serve and to try as best I can to live up 
to those demands, whatever they might be in 
the rather uncertain future” 

His own future had been certain from the 
day he was born, but the future king of En- 
gland had to grow into the steadfast sense of 
duty that would come to define his whole life. 
“I think it’s something that dawns on you with 
the most ghastly, inexorable sense,” the 
20-year-old told BBC radio in 1969. “I didn’t 
suddenly wake up in my pram one day and say, 
‘Yippee’ But I think it just dawns on you, you 
know, slowly, that people are interested in one, 
and slowly you get the idea that you have a cer- 
tain duty and responsibility.” = 
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RISING SON 


As a young man, Charles took his place as a working royal, serving in 
the navy and traveling the globe on behalf of the Crown. He also found time 
to enjoy being one of the world’s most eligible bachelors 


by RICHARD JEROME 


N SEPTEMBER 1971 PRINCE CHARLES 
underwent a family rite of passage and 
enlisted in the Royal Navy. He had a cou- 
ple of tough acts to follow: His father and 
great-uncle Louis Mountbatten were 
both World War II heroes—dashing naval 
officers straight out of central casting. 
Charles doggedly applied himself during 
a six-week stint at the Royal Naval College, Dart- 
mouth, plowing through seamanship drills and 
courses in leadership, engineering and naviga- 
tion. The latter proved a slog for the prince, 
who was known to doze off in class. Neverthe- 
less Charles passed his exams and set off for a 


seven-month tour as a sublieutenant on the 
destroyer HMS Norfolk. He had rough spots—a 
chronic weakness in mathematics hampered his 
ability to earn his bridge-watching certificate, 
necessary were he given command of a ship. 
Some who knew Charles questioned whether 
he was temperamentally suited to a naval career. 
“I don’t know how Charles survived his life in the 
navy, Mountbatten’s younger daughter Pamela 
Hicks told biographer Sally Bedell Smith. “The 
private person was too strong, and he couldn't 
enter into the spirit of the service.” Nonetheless 
the prince generally made good. Promoted to 
lieutenant, he was assigned to the destroyer HMS 
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Minerva, bound for the Caribbean, morphing into 
a royal goodwill ambassador at Commonwealth 
ports (and squeezing in some polo). Next Charles 
served as communications officer on the frigate 
HMS Jupiter in the Far East and won admiration 
'or his compassionate leadership. Charles yearned 
to prove himself under fire in the tradition of his 
ather and uncle, but to no avail. “I never had that 
chance to test myself” he later lamented. 

One bright spot: He qualified as a helicopter 
pilot. Charles had loved flying since the start of 
his service, when he'd learned to operate jets at a 
Royal Air Force base. Soaring solo in the cockpit, 
he wrote, gave him the sensation of “smooth, un- 
worried power.” In February 1976, his final tour 
with the navy, Charles secured a command—of 
the coastal minesweeper HMS Bronington, pa- 
trolling the North Atlantic and the North and 
Irish seas. It was “excruciatingly dull,” he wrote 
Mountbatten, the anticlimactic end to an un- 
eventful naval career. Still, Charles had done his 
bit and by all accounts served the Crown well. 
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By then he was also a working royal—that gru- 
eling regime of globe-trotting and glad-handing. 
Charles had represented the monarchy solo at the 
1967 funeral of Australian prime minister Harold 
Holt and the next summer made his first official 
overseas visit, to Malta, followed in 1970 by a 
monthlong swing to Australia, Hong Kong, New 
Zealand and Japan. Hundreds more such trips 
would come. “Patterns emerged in his travels,” 
Smith writes, “offering his strong opinions to pol- 
iticians and diplomats, chafing at the demands of 
protocol and the noise of police escorts, bristling 
at intrusive reporters and photographers.” 

At home Charles enjoyed the celebrity that his 
position afforded him. He was a frequent guest or 
host for film premieres and parties, photographed 
alongside Barbra Streisand, Farrah Fawcett and 
other stars of the day. If Mountbatten inspired his 
military path, Charles’s great-uncle also informed 
his social life. In 1974 Mountbatten wrote him a 
etter with some advice: “I believe in a case like 
yours, the man should sow his wild oats and 
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have as many affairs as he can before settling 
down.” He was also sending another message: 
that his bride—a future Queen of England—could 
not herself have a history of oats-sowing. “For a 
wife,” the letter continued, “you should choose a 
suitable, attractive and sweet-charactered girl be- 
fore she has met anyone else she might fall for” 
The prince would zip about town with his 
dates in a blue Aston Martin convertible and had 
little trouble finding company. “Tall, elegantly 
handsome and blue-eyed, he has an assurance 
and grace beyond his years,’ People wrote in 1974. 
When Charles had visited Washington, D.C., with 
his family, President Richard Nixon, perhaps 
hoping for a transatlantic dynasty, sat his daugh- 
ter Tricia next to the prince at several functions. 
(For his part, Charles considered Tricia “artificial 
and plastic.”) More significantly, Charles spent 
90 minutes with Nixon in the Oval Office, talking 
world affairs—including the Vietnam War. Nixon 
advised the prince to be a “presence” in public 
life. But Charles aspired to more. “To be just a 
presence would be fatal,” he wrote in his diary. “A 
presence alone can be swept away so easily.” m 


A Single 
Prince 

“Pve fallen in love 
with all sorts of girls, 


Charles said in 1975. 
Here, a few notables. 


1/ Jane Ward 


Tabloid reporters “broke 
into my house, left notes, 
followed me everywhere,” 
she told People of dating 
Charles (in 1978). 


2/ Sabrina Guinness 


The brewery heiress 

(at a1979 polo match) 
is now married to 
distinguished playwright 
Sir Tom Stoppard. 


3/ Sarah Spencer 


“Pm not in love with 

him. And | wouldn't marry 
anyone | didn't love, 
whether he was the 
dustman or the King of 
England,” said Princess 
Diana’s sister (in 1977). 


4/ Caroline Longman 


The daughter of publisher 
Mark Longman and 
granddaughter of the 
10th Earl of Cavan 

(with Charles in 1979) 
wed art conservator Peter 
Zevenbergen in 1982. 


THE DIAM 
YEARS 


Even before the Wedding of the Century, the world fell hard for 
Lady Diana Spencer. Bul the groom still had feelings for someone else 
and found himself in the role of the cad Lo the People’s Princess 


by LISA RUSSELL 
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The Diana Years 
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RE YOU IN LOVE?” ‘OF COURSE,’ 
answered Diana Spencer, all of 
19 and newly affianced to a 
prince. “Whatever ‘in love’ 
means,” added Charles, 32, at 
the side of his blushing future 
bride as they announced their 
engagement in a Feb. 24, 1981, 
interview. Just a year earlier 
she’d been a London kindergar- 
ten assistant who lived with roommates and 
loved Duran Duran. He, meanwhile, was Brit- 
ain's most eligible bachelor, who lived with his 
family and loved polo. After a string of relation- 
ships, he was now facing pressure to pick a mate 
worthy of the title of Queen. 

In many ways Diana fit the bill, as both a fa- 
miliar aristocrat and a fresh face. Born in July 
1961, she was the third daughter of the Viscount 
Althorp, a descendant of Stuart kings who was 
an equerry (an officer in the royal household) to 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. The Spen- 
cer home was on the grounds of the Queen's 
Sandringham estate, where Diana, her brother 
Charles and sisters Jane and Sarah grew up call- 
ing the monarch Aunt Lilibet. In fact, Charles 
had first been interested in older sister Sarah. 
But when he remet Diana in 1980, “they just 
clicked,” Sarah told biographer Penny Junor. 

After a six-month engagement, on July 29, 
1981, the ingenue dubbed “Shy Di” in the papers 
was center stage as some 750 million viewers 
watched her arrive at St. Paul's Cathedral in a 
glass carriage, swathed in a billowing gown 
made of 40 yards of silk and embroidered with 
10,000 sequins and pearls, its 25-ft. train the 
longest in royal history. 

Behind the breathtaking pictures was a less 
enchanting reality. Days earlier Diana had discov- 
ered a bracelet engraved with the letters “G” and 
“F for Gladys and Fred, the pet names given to 
each other by Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles. 
The pair had dated in the early ۰705 before Camil- 
la (née Shand) married Andrew Parker Bowles, a 
cavalry escort at Diana's wedding. As a friend of 
the groom, Camilla attended as a guest. But it 
seemed to the bride that there was more going 
on. Despite Diana’s misgivings, it was too late. As 
her sisters put it: “Your face is on the tea towels.” 

In time Diana overcame her shyness and lifted 
her downturned eyes to dazzle the public. 
Charles got an image boost as he indulged his 
young wife’s sense of fun. But the balance tipped. 
The public was enthralled with Diana’s beauty 
and common touch and began expressing disap- 
pointment when Charles showed up at official 
duties solo. Shrugged the prince good-naturedly, 
“Tm afraid there is only one Princess of Wales.” 


PARTY OF FOUR 
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William alo a 1985 tour of Ne 
Above: Har 
firstborr 

second-bor 


g 
oy more freedom,” she said. 


anj 


In June 1982 they welcomed son William. Be- 
fore his arrival, the couple made it clear that 
theirs would be a new kind of royal family. Break- 
ing with tradition, Diana chose to deliver at Lon- 
don’s St. Mary’s Hospital rather than at Bucking- 
ham Palace, and Charles was at his wife’s side 
during her six hours of labor. (His father, Prince 
Philip, was famously playing racquetball when 
Charles arrived.) The family was rounded out in 
September 1984 with son Harry. Diana proved a 
an unabashedly loving, joyful mum who made 
sure her boys knew life outside the palace, taking 
them to both amusement parks and homeless 
shelters. In the first years of the marriage there 


were, biographer Jonathan Dimbleby observed, 
“interludes of happiness” 

Alas, those were over by 1987. “More and 
more, from now on, it will seem as if we are go- 
ing our separate ways,” she told friends. “And we 
will be” Overshadowed by the increasingly con- 
fident Diana and frustrated that the public 
showed more interest in her activities than in 
causes he held important, such as the environ- 
ment or his crusade against modern architec- 
ture, Charles cut back his engagements. “He can 
no longer see rhyme or reason in continuing the 
tireless rounds of ceremonial appearances,” ob- 
served Daily Mail royal watcher Nigel Dempster. 
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G00D TIMES 


The newlyweds visited 
Gibraltar as part of their 
honeymoon cruise 
of the Mediterranean. 
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“He doesn’t know what to do with himself.” 

Diana was also unhappy. Over the course of 
1991 she made sure journalist Andrew Morton 
had enough information about the worst as- 
pects of her life—eating disorders, self-cutting, 
aloof, unhelpful in-laws—to write Diana: Her 
True Story, which exploded the next year in 
headlines like “Diana Driven to Five Suicide At- 
tempts by “Uncaring' Charles.” 

Their union was over, and the palace tried to 
broker a dignified détente. Soon even that unrav- 
eled. Diana was caught on tape cooing on the 
phone to old friend James Gilbey, heir to the gin 
fortune, who called her Squidgy 53 times, sparking 
rumors of an affair. Days later a former lance cor- 
poral claimed to have seen Diana embracing her 
riding instructor James Hewitt, as far back as 1988. 
After Charles and Diana agreed to separate in late 
1992, it was his turn to squirm: A London tabloid 
published excerpts from another clandestinely re- 
corded phone call, this time a raunchy conversa- 
tion between him and the married Camilla 
Parker Bowles. (Charles: “I want to feel my way 
along you, all over you and up and down you...) 
He taped a documentary fessing up to his affair. 
Diana, under pressure, then gave her own tell-all 


interview with the BBC's Panorama, which in- 
cluded her infamous line: “There were three of us 
in the marriage, so it was a bit crowded” 


As aghast as the publ 


ic, the Queen urged the 


pair to divorce in 1995. When itwas finalized the 


following year, Diana 
year, her apartment in 
$27 million settlement. 
the royal family, she 


received $600,000 per 
ensington Palace and a 
As a former member of 
was henceforth to be 


known as Diana, Princess of Wales, but no lon- 


ger addressed as “Your 


Royal Highness.” 


Charles was free to return to Camilla (who di- 
vorced Andrew Parker Bowles in 1995), and Di- 
ana to search for new love. She was with Egyp- 
tian film producer Dodi Fayed, her beau of two 
months, when the two were killed in an August 
1997 car crash while fleeing paparazzi in Paris. 
Stunned Britons laid some 60 million flowers in 
tribute, most of them outside Kensington. A 
stricken Charles joined William, Harry, Prince 
Philip and Charles Spencer to walk behind the 
carriage carrying her casket to her funeral at 
Westminster Abbey. A marriage that began with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury intoning to the 
world, “Here is the stuff of which fairy tales are 
made,” was fully, and finally, a tragedy. m 
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Charles has a complex bond with 
sons William and Harry, forged in 
blood and duty, and al limes 
frayed by scandal, sorrow and the 
public airing of private pain 


by RICHARD JEROME 


PUCKISH PRINCES 


Charles cast some unserious side-eye at a 
mischievous William, 7, and 4-year-old Harry at the 
Beating Retreat military ceremony in 1989. 
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A Father’s Journey 
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HE PRINCE CAN’T STOP TALKING 
about the baby!” reported a Brit- 
ish paper days after Charles was 
seen dabbing drool from the 
chin of his first son, William Ar- 
thur Philip Louis, at the boy’s 
christening in the summer of 
1982. “He’s very well but very 
noisy, said the new dad during 
an appearance. Asked ifthe baby 
resembled him, he replied, “No, he’s lucky 
enough not to.” Whatever apprehensions he 
may have had about becoming Diana’s husband, 
Charles, at 34, was thrilled to be a dad. 
His relationship with his own father, Philip, 
was often fraught. The Duke of Edinburgh was 
known to be undemonstrative, at times critical. 
The adult Charles had clearly inherited little of his 
father’s macho swagger and resolved to be a dif- 
ferent kind of parent. He was the first senior royal 
to be at his wife’s side during labor. “I am, after 
all, the father, and I suppose I started this whole 
business,” Charles had said. “So I intend to be 
there when everything happens.” He was again on 
Sept. 15, 1984, when Henry Charles Albert David 
was born. “Oh God, it’s a boy!” moaned Charles, 
jokingly, though he’d said he hoped for a daugh- 
ter. As a father Charles was warm in private but, 
unlike his wife, generally refrained from being 
touchy-feely in public. As a result, his biographer 
Sally Bedell Smith pointed out, the press gave 
him “no credit for paternal devotion” 
A great deal has happened during Charles’s 
four-decade journey through parenthood. The 
ing is now the father of two grown men with 
families of their own and two very distinct re- 
sponses to royal life. In the weeks leading up to 
is coronation, it was not a given that younger 
son Harry would attend, a notion that would 
ave been unthinkable just a few years earlier. 
Charles's bond with both sons has been com- 
plicated because it has unfolded under the un- 
sparing gaze of Britain's tabloid press. Where he 
was quick to protect them from press intrusions 
as best he could when they were boys, Charles, 
according to allegations made in Harry's 2023 
memoir Spare, more recently allowed his com- 
munications office to trade in stories about his 
sons and their wives in order to keep negative 
coverage off himself and Camilla. This was one of 
a host of grievances Harry leveled against Charles 
(albeit with much affection), his brother William 
and the “firm” that led to his and Meghan's deci- 
sion to step back from royal duties and set up 
house in California. The palace issued no specific 
responses to claims in Spare, but in March 2023 
the King evicted Harry and Meghan, still Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex, from Frogmore, their 
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QUALITY TIME 


“William has taken to the new baby 
like a duck to water,” said an approving 
Charles after Harry’s birth (opposite, 
in 1985). Above: The princes cycling 
at Sandringham in 1990. 
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residence at Windsor, though it appears the ac- 
tion began before the release of Harry’s book. 
“This is a very decisive move,” says historian Rob- 
ert Lacey, author of Battle of Brothers, a book 
about William and Harry. Lacey calls Spare “a di- 
rect onslaught” against Charles, the family and the 
institution of the monarchy. “Charles is now the 
guardian of the institution. The King just can’t sit 
back. So he punishes his son with eviction.” 
Harry’s issues date back far earlier, however. 
He writes that after his birth, his father said to 
Diana, “Wonderful! Now you've given me an heir 
and a spare—my work is done.” Harry was told 
the story many years later and adds that “Pa is 
said to have gone off to meet with his girlfriend” 
ndeed the disintegration of Charles’s marriage 
colored his relationship with his sons. By the late 
1980s he was romantically involved with Camilla 
Parker Bowles, a fact he confirmed in a TV inter- 
view. Meanwhile Diana began an affair with 
Guards officer James Hewitt, to which she would 
ater admit. According to Christopher Andersen, 
author of Diana’s Boys, William especially 
UNITED FRONT showed the strain. “William blamed Charles for 
A ۷ making his mother miserable,” Andersen told 
۳ aap Cet i an The Daily Beast. “More than once he was seen 
BEAT wG clenching his fists ... shouting, ‘I hate you, Papa?” 
Throughout the soap opera, however, Charles 
and Diana showed up together for parent meetings 
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SPICING THINGS UP 


Abc Charles took Harry, then 13, tc 


No 


ration in 2000 


at their sons’ schools. When Will went to Ludgrove 
boarding school, his father would come regularly 
or “sports days, take him out to shoot clay pigeons 
and watch him perform in school plays. 
When Charles and Diana separated in 1992, 
each was assigned times to stay with their sons. 
larry says he was afraid of the dark as a boy, and 
Charles would tenderly tickle his face until the 
prince fell asleep. He’d also leave notes on the 
pillow telling Harry he was proud of him. But 
otherwise, “Pa and I mostly coexisted,” Harry 
writes. “He had trouble communicating, trouble 
istening, trouble being intimate face-to-face.” 
Both young princes were sent to board at Eton, 
the storied high school for Britain’s elite. Their 
world came crashing down in the early hours of 
Aug. 31, 1997, with Diana’s shocking death at 36 
from injuries sustained in a Paris auto accident 
that also killed her lover, Harrod’s heir Dodi Fayed, 
and their driver. William and Harry, then ages 15 
and 12, were asleep at Balmoral when word came 
of the tragedy, and the deeply shaken Charles 
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WILLIAM € KATE... 


A jaunty Charles accompanied William and 
Catherine as they left Clarence House for 
celebrations at Buckingham Palace after the 
couple's wedding on April 29, 2011. 


이 
... AND HARRY € MEGHAN 


There were no hints of coming discord in St. George’s 
Chapel at Windsor Castle on May 19, 2018, when Charles 
walked Meghan Markle down the aisle to her waiting 


groom (with William beside him). 


waited till morning to break the news. Harry re- 
calls his father—who has always called him “dar- 
ling boy”-sitting on the edge of the bed. “Pa 
didn’t hug me,” the prince writes in Spare. “He 
wasn’t great at showing emotions under any cir- 
cumstances, how could he be expected to show 
them in such a crisis?” Charles did rest his hand on 
Harry’s knee and say, “Its going to be okay. That 
was quite a lot for him. Fatherly. Hopeful. Kind.” 
As thousands lined London’s streets, the 
bravely stoic William and Harry walked with 
Charles behind Diana’s horse-drawn casket along 
the funeral route to Westminster Abbey. After 
that, Charles largely kept his sons out ofthe pub- 
ic eye so they could grieve privately. “One of the 
hardest things for a parent to have to do is tell 
your children that your other parent has died. 
How you deal with that, I don’t know,’ Harry said 
in a 2017 BBC documentary. “But he was there for 
us.... He tried to do his best and to make sure 
that we were protected and looked after” In 2001 


William went off to St. Andrews University in 
Scotland. Struggling at first, he considered with- 
drawing, but Charles urged him to give it anoth- 
er crack. He would leave with academic honors 
and a future wife—fellow student Kate Middle- 
ton, whom his father came to like immensely. 
At the same time, Charles had to deal with his 
younger son’s growing pains. Harry was caught 
drinking underage and holding parties in a base- 
ment room at Highgrove known as Club H. Tab- 
loids dubbed him the “Bad Boy of Buckingham 
Palace.” Charles suggested Harry accompany him 
to a South London rehab center—where the 
young prince sat in on therapy sessions with 
hardcore heroin addicts. Tabloids distorted the 
one-off visit to suggest his father had sent Harry 
for treatment—a fiction Harry says he now be- 
lieves was cooked up by palace press officers to 
spruce up Charles’s image in the wake of Diana’s 
death. “No more the unfaithful husband,” Harry 
writes, “Pa would now be presented to the 
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A GRIM GOODBYE 


William, Harry and their cousin Peter Phillips— 
son of the King's sister Princess Anne—backed up 
Charles during Queen Elizabeth’s state funeral 
at Westminster Abbey on Sept. 19, 2022. 


A Father’s Journey 


world as the harried single dad coping with a 
drug-addled child” Still, having had his own pri- 
vate missteps splashed across the media, Charles 
could also be sympathetic when it happened to 
Harry. At 20, in 2005, Harry was photographed at 
a costume party dressed as a German soldier 
with a swastika armband. He apologized public- 
ly, and, in private, his father was forgiving, chalk- 
ing the incident up to youthful indiscretion. “He 
spoke to me with such tenderness, such genuine 
compassion,” Harry writes, “that I was disarmed” 

Harry would later earn distinction in the army, 
serving in Afghanistan and rehabbing his rakish 
image. Both princes became known for charity 
work, in particular their advocacy for mental 
health, and openly discussed their struggles with 
grief. In 2014 Harry launched the Invictus Games 
to positively impact the lives of wounded veter- 
ans through sport. Speaking to People in 2022 
about his devotion to the organization, Harry 
said, “I am my mother’s son.” In Spare, the prince 
recalls a dinner at Highgrove when he told his fa- 
ther “story after story” about his emotional angst. 
Charles, he writes, “looked down at his plate and 
said softly, ‘I suppose it’s my fault. I should’ve got 
you the help you needed years ago.” 

Over time Charles and William have grown 
closer, united in part by their status as inheritors 
of the throne. William and wife Catherine, now 
Prince and Princess of Wales, often attend events 
with the King and Queen Consort. If he shares 
any of Harry’s opinion of their father, William has 
said nothing publicly. When Harry returned for 
the 2021 funeral of Prince Philip, he writes, the 
three men met for an air-clearing session at Frog- 
more. Things grew so heated between the broth- 
ers that their father threw up his hands, stood 
between them and said, “‘Enough!... Please, 
boys, don’t make my final days a misery?” 

n June 2022, when the Sussexes returned to 
London for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee cele- 
brations, Charles enjoyed two visits with the cou- 
ple’s children Archie, 3, and Lilibet, who had just 
celebrated her Ist birthday, and “was delighted to 
see his grandson and meet his granddaughter for 
the first time,” a source told People. 
But with Spare, the breach was widened. Roy- 
al watchers have held out hope for a reconcilia- 
tion; Harry’s attendance at the coronation may 
help. “It will require some magnanimity on the 
part of Charles, but it will require something on 
the part of Harry,” says Smith, author of a 2017 bi- 
ography of Charles and 2023's George VI and Eliz- 
abeth. The King, she adds, “has always been a be- 
liever in tolerance and healing. He has carried the 
weight of the world on his shoulders for all these 
years, wanting to heal the world’s problems. As a 
father he would naturally try to build bridges.” = 
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HIGH FIVE! PUMP UCHEL! 


In Wales (where “high five” sounds even better in the 
local language) Camilla met kids in the town of 
Treorchy. The July 2022 trip also took her to Newport, 
where she opened a library and revealed the book she 
most liked to reread is Pride and Prejudice. 
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No map shows lhe way from 
the center of a scandal to 
a place in royal hislory. 


The Qucen Consorl drew her own 
by SIMON PERRY 


Camilla’s Evolution 


MR. & MRS. PARKER BOWLES 


In 1984 Andrew Parker Bowles (with his wife and children Tom 
and Laura) was at Buckingham Palace when he received 
an OBE honor from the Queen. The commanding officer of the 
Household Cavalry remained in good standing with the family after 
the divorce. He was in the royal box for Ascot 2022, seated with 
Princess Anne, whom he had dated before Camilla. 
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H, IT COULD HAVE BEEN AWK- 
ward! On March 8, 2022, the 
Duchess of Cornwall was hosting 
an International Women’s Day 
reception at her London home. 
There, mixing among luminaries 
who ranged from three female 
Afghan judges to Spice Girl 
Mel B, was Emerald Fennell, the 
actress who played Camilla Park- 
er Bowles on the Netflix series The Crown during 
the seasons that dramatized her affair with 
Prince Charles—the chapter of her life the duch- 
ess would most want people to forget. 

“] was nervous I might be thrown in the 
Tower,” Fennell quipped. In fact, the two women 
chatted happily and posed together for photos. 
When the duchess began delivering remarks, 
she defused any tension: “For me, it’s very reas- 
suring to know that if I should fall off my perch 
at any moment, my fictional alter ego is here to 
take over. So, Emerald—be prepared!” Later Fen- 
nell voiced admiration for Camilla: “She's been 
in the spotlight for a long time and has always 
weathered it with grace and good humor.” 

That grace has been well-earned, the result of 
an unlikely journey that began in the 1970s with 
her and Charles's first flirtations, wended scan- 
dalously through his marriage to Diana, and 
reached a pinnacle about a month before Camil- 
la met her Netflix double: Queen Elizabeth’s final 
Accession Day message, published Feb. 5, 2022, 
made news by stating it was her “sincere wish” 
that Camilla be titled Queen Consort when the 
time came. Along with a skeptical public, Eliza- 
beth had taken years to arrive at that determina- 
tion. (At the time of the couple's 2005 wedding, 
it was announced Camilla would become “Prin- 
cess Consort”) The monarch’s change of heart 
carried weight. “It had to come from the Queen 
herself” an insider told People. And so the King’s 
wife is now known as Queen Camilla. 

For decades that would have been unthink- 
able. From the time they began dating in 1972, 
the former Camilla Shand was judged ill-suited 
to be the wife of a future King. In the parlance 
of the day, “she had a history,” says Windsor 
family biographer Sally Bedell Smith. But 
Charles, who had met Camilla through a Cam- 
bridge friend, was smitten with this fox-hunting, 
horse-riding debutante. (The story that she 
came on to him with the prophetic line “My 
great-grandmother was the mistress of your 
great-great-grandfather” is probably untrue, 
though her ancestor Alice Keppel had been the 
love of King Edward ۷۱۱5 life.) 

“She was this eccentric person, the only woman 
who understood his soul,” says Smith of Camilla. 


Now his bond with 
Camilla Parker Bowles 
could cost him f 


The Queen and Philip posed for a wedding photo (along with 
the couple's children and the bride's father, Bruce Shand) 
but did not attend the April 9, 2005, nuptials. William, then 22, 
and Harry, 20, did and said, “We are both very happy for 
our father and Camilla and wish them all the luck in the future.” 


Camilla’s Evolution 


“Everything about her was compatible with him” 
They saw each other for several months before 
Charles left on an eight-month Royal Navy tour. In 
his absence she accepted a marriage proposal from 
intermittent beau Andrew Parker Bowles. They 
wed in 1973 and became parents of a son, Tom, to 
whom Charles is a godfather, and a daughter, Lau- 
ra. Camilla’s marriage did little to break her bond 
with Charles. Bowles was a rising military officer. In 
1980, with her husband handling advance work for 
an official royal visit to Zimbabwe, Camilla served 
as the prince’s escort on the trip. 
Soon Charles was courting Lady Diana Spen- 
cer, whom he would marry in July 1981. On the 
eve ofthe wedding, Diana later told author An- 
drew Morton, she discovered Charles had gift- 
ed his ex a bracelet engraved “GF for their pet 
names Gladys and Fred. After the honeymoon 
she found a set of cuff links with entwined let- 
ter C's, which he acknowledged were a present 
from Camilla. According to an account Charles 
gave about a decade later, the two began an af- 
fair in the mid-’80s when his relationship with 
Diana, by then mother of his two young sons, 
had become “irretrievably” broken, he said. 
Even as the marriage disintegrated further, di- 
vorce seemed out of the question. “It is not go- 
ing to happen,” one expert, Brian Hoey, told Peo- 
ple in 1991. “The Prince of Wales considers 
himself to be the rightful successor to the 
Queen. And as head of the Church of England, 
he cannot divorce” Their parallel lives carried 
on: Diana in London with her sons, Charles of- 
ten at his country estate with still-married Ca- 
milla, acting as hostess. “When they aren't riding 
together, they each take watercolor lessons,” 
said a former bodyguard in the summer of 1992. 
When he “throws dinner parties, Camilla steps 
right into Di’s shoes. She organizes the menu 
and sits alongside Charles.” By that December 
Britain’s prime minister, John Major, announced 
the Prince and Princess of Wales had separated. 
The next year brought the ignominious “Ca- 
millagate” tape, an illicitly recorded 1989 phone 
chat between Charles and Camilla when he 
spoke of wanting to be reincarnated as his lov- 
er’s tampon. Earlier Camilla had coolly weath- 
ered the day explosive excerpts from Morton’s 
Diana tell-all were published. In fact, she and 
her husband spent that afternoon in the royal 
box for a polo match, guests of the Queen. “I’m 
certainly not going to bury myself away because 
of what the papers say,” she said. “Why should 
1?” But with these revelations, Camilla went into 
hiding as her father, Bruce Shand, told the 
press, “It is a terrible time for our family.” 
No doubt also for the monarchy. Pundits sug- 
gested Charles could not possibly become King 
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AT THE WHITE HOUSE 


Camilla accompanied Charles during a visit 
with President Barack Obama and then-Vice 
President Joe Biden at the Oval Office in 2015. 


now. According to one, Princess Anne might be 
named regent should the Queen die before Wil- 
liam turned 18. “It is my understanding,” an in- 
sider told Today, “that Charles has signaled his 
willingness to abdicate his right of succession.” 
By the end of 1995, Camilla was divorced and 
the Queen had ordered the same for Charles and 
Diana, following the princess’s “there were three of 
us in this marriage” interview. Though free to date, 
Charles knew a public relations operation lay 
ahead; all he wanted was for people to accept Ca- 
milla as the woman in his life. The first stage of that 
campaign culminated on a balmy evening in July 
1997, when she was driven into her 50th-birthday 
party at Charles's Highgrove House at a slow speed 
so photographers could get a clear shot of her. 
The image of Camilla celebrating her half cen- 
tury bucked the cliché of a man's new lover being 
younger and more glamorous than his cast-off 
wife. That same weekend, Diana, 36, was pictured 
in a swimsuit with her sons aboard Dodi Fayed's 
family yacht. Charles was happy, Diana was hap- 
py. Could the public not be happy for them and 
stop seeing his longtime love as a homewrecker? 


Before they might find out, tragedy struck in 
Paris. In the early hours of Aug. 31 Diana, Dodi 
and their driver died in a car crash. Moves to pro- 
mote Camilla ceased; Charles had more pressing 
demands—looking after his now motherless sons. 

After some time, the prince’s staff worked 
behind the scenes courting friendly press on 
Camilla’s behalf. At home Charles initiated a re- 
lationship between his girlfriend and his family. 
In 1998, when William was 16, a tea with Camil- 
la was arranged. Harry, 13, met her a few weeks 
later. “They don't see her as a villain” royals au- 
thor Judy Wade told People then. “She too has 
had a rough time” Others did not warm as easi- 
ly. The Queen, said a royals correspondent at the 
time, “sees her as a problem she would rather 
not have to deal with.” Not until 2002 was 
Charles's steady invited to a public royal family 
event—a pop concert celebrating Elizabeth’s 50 
years on the throne. The moment demonstrated 
the Queen's support of the relationship and also 
that Camilla, singing along from her seat to Phil 
Collins and Tom Jones, knows the words to both 
“You Can't Hurry Love” and “Sex Bomb.” 
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PUBLIC DUTIES l 
A New Koval in Action 


She may not have won over every Briton, but as Duchess of Cornwall, 
Camilla did prove she was game for all aspects of her titled job 


1/ Greeting a dog, Lucca, 

in Scotland, 2021. 

2/ Camilla, president of 

the Royal Osteoporosis 
Society, at a “Healthy Bones” 
dance, 2009. 


5/ Joining a samba band, 
Whitstable, 2013. 


4/ Essex pub darts on 
an official visit, 2014. 


5/Pool at the Commonwealth 
games, Australia, 2018. 


6/ With Ollie, a donkey, 
and Harry, a pony, at 
a charity event, 2018. 
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Camilla’s Evolution 


The more they got to know of Camilla, the 
more Britons grew to accept her. Sensing the 
mood of the country changing, the Queen gave 
the couple (who had been cohabiting at Clarence 
House) her blessing to be married in April 2005 at 
Windsor. (Prince Harry has since revealed in his 
book Spare that he and William, while having no 
objection to Camilla as their father’s girlfriend, 
hoped he wouldn’t marry her.) They were not al- 
lowed to wed in the castle itself nor in a church, 
as both were divorced. And the Queen did not at- 
tend the civil ceremony, though she did host a re- 
ception where, in a toast, she likened the couple’s 
romance to a horse race. “My son is home and dry 
with the woman he loves,’ she said. “Welcome to 
the winners enclosure.” While a poll showed 65 
percent of Britons favored the union, only 7 per- 
cent said that if Charles became King, Camilla 
should be Queen. 

If that public opinion ever bothered her, she 
didn’t speak about it. Instead, from the time she 
began official duties as Duchess of Cornwall, Camil- 
a kept her head down, eventually taking on more 
than 90 organizations, from Battersea Dogs & Cats 
Home to cancer charities, military regiments and 
iteracy initiatives—she started her own Reading 
oom book-club-style site. “She has signaled a very 
determined attempt to overcome people’s preju- 
dices,” said biographer Christopher Wilson, author 
of A Greater Love. “She’s shown courage in tackling 
that prejudice with a smile on her face.” 

One of her key causes was supporting women 
affected by domestic and sexual abuse. “I think we 
all know somebody who it’s happened to,” Camilla 
told British Vogue in 2022. Yvonne Traynor, former 
CEO of a rape crisis center in South London, told 
People of Camilla’s private visit: “She put people 
so at ease that they felt comfortable talking to her.” 

This is the Camilla Charles wanted people to 
know: a woman who cares for those in need, 
shares his passion for gardening and horses and 
has a keen sense of humor. “They laugh a huge 
amount,” says her pal, author Jilly Cooper. 
“They’re people who love each other and are 
good for each other” 

A quarter century after her first steps into the 

spotlight, Camilla approached her 7Sth birthday. 
Her 50th was orchestrated to introduce her to 
the world. For this occasion, she told Vogue, “I ~ 
shall spend it with my family and a few friends.” 
The image of a grandmother of 10 might have 
supplanted the old image of Camilla as an in- 
truder in someone else’s fairy tale if, say, The 
Crown didn’t stream her past into living rooms. 
Why wasn’t the new Queen Consort more irked 
by the show’s portrayal? Perhaps because it told 
a different kind of fairy tale, of enduring love and 
a surprising route to a happy ending. = 
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WHO’S WHO AT COURT 


King Charles Ill and Queen Camilla, along 


with members ofthe coronation party, stepped out 


on the balcony at Buckingham Palace to greet 


the thousands who gathered following their crowning. 


mes, Earl of Wessex; Lady Louise Windsor; 
Vice Admiral Sir Timothy Laurence; Sophie, 
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KING AND FUTURE KING 


Not long after one took solemn vows and the other 
earnestly performed robe-toting duty, Charles 
and grandson George, second in line to the throne 
after William, were all smiles on the palace balcony. 


“To witness your kindness expressed in so many different 
ways has been the greatest possible coronation gift, 
as we now rededicate our lives to serving the people of the 
United Kingdom, the Realms and Commonwealth’ 


CHARLES Ill, MAY 8, 2023 
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King Charles III & Queen Camilla 
May 6, 2025 
Buckingham Palace, London 
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